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The Law Library Board of Trustees held a regular meeting, pursuant to notice thereof, on 
March 16, 2022 remotely in a Zoom Teleconference due to the Coronavirus Pandemic.  

This virtual meeting was noticed online using Law Library media pursuant to the Governor’s relaxation 
 of Brown Act Open Meeting rules.  

Present:  Carla DiMare, Esq., President; The Honorable Rachel Cano, Vice President; Lorena Slomanson, 
Esq., Treasurer; The Honorable Desirée Bruce-Lyle, Secretary; Kimberly Howatt; Esq.; The Honorable Julia 
Kelety; San Diego City Attorney Mara Elliott 

Absent: The Honorable Maryann D’Addezio; The Honorable David Gill 

Also Present: David Whelan, Director; Ben Lhota, Business Manager; Gina Catalano, Assistant Director of 
User Experience; Laurel Moran, Assistant Director of Legal Information Management; Lisa Roper, Esq., 
Vice President and Liaison from the Law Library Foundation; Erin Murray, IT Administrative Support; Zion 
Solomon, Administration Officer  
 

• Please note that the following minutes are written according to the agenda item order and did not 
necessarily happen chronologically.   

 
1) Call to Order  

Carla DiMare called the meeting to order at 12:19pm.   

2) Brown Act Exceptions During Public Health Crisis: Teleconferencing [California Emergency Services 
Act. (Gov. Code §§ 52953(e)(1), (e)(4).)] 

There was discussion about starting to use a hybrid meeting model after next month and it will be on 
the agenda for discussion at the April meeting.  

Judge Rachel Cano made a motion to continue remote meetings pursuant to the Brown Act 
Exceptions, until the next scheduled Board meeting due to the ongoing risk of COVID-19. The 
Honorable Desirée Bruce-Lyle seconded. All were in favor and the motion passed.  
 

3) Opportunity for General Public Comment 
N/A 

4) Minutes of Previous Meeting 

A. Approval of Minutes of March 16, 2022 

President Carla DiMare made a motion to approve the minutes March 16, 2022. Judge Kelety 
seconded. Judge Rachel Cano abstained. All others were in favor and the motion passed.  

 
5) Financial Report  

A. Financials for March 2022 

Mr. Whelan gave the Financial Report for March on Mr. Cox’ behalf, noting that there are no 
significant changes from last month. Filing fees were a bit lower than expected; total filing fees for 
February were $191,568. David responded to questions from Board members about the budget and 
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Law Library finances. San Diego City Attorney Mara Elliott suggested offering a free membership to the 

Law Library to encourage more patrons to visit the Law Library. Ms. Catalano also explained how remote 
services at the library have operated to support patrons who cannot or would not like to travel 
Downtown. Staff have and will attempt to continue offering remote services as much as possible even as 
the library opens its doors and resumes normal hours.  

 
B. Resolution adding David Whelan and Removing John Adkins as signers on Chase Banking 

accounts  

Ms. Lorena Slomanson, Esq. made a motion to approve the Resolution adding David Whelan 
and Removing John Adkins as signers on Chase Banking accounts. Judge Kelety seconded. All 
others were in favor and the motion passed. 

6) Other Reports  

A. Foundation Liaison Report 

Ms. Roper, Esq., gave a report on the Foundation retreat, which included a discussion on the 
Foundation’s long and short-term goals, as well as plans for the Witkin’s Awards which will be 
held in October. Ms. Lorena Slomanson￼￼ the progress and efforts of the Foundation, and Mr. 
Whelan’s new ideas and vision for the Law Library. Director Whelan has provided some new 
ideas, like placing QR codes on San Diego buses to advertise the law library.   

B. Law Library Leadership Report 

Director Whelan presented highlights from the Leadership Report, reflecting on the last five 
weeks. Changes have been made to personnel policies based on the feedback from individual 
meetings with staff members. The library is seeking a Spanish-speaking staff member. Law Library 
Leadership has agreed to relinquishing the North County branch, transferring over select 
documents to the Downtown location. There was a discussion on how to maintain outreach of 
services to North County residents without being landlords to the property. Director Whelan 
stated that the Vista Public Library would be a great place to stage Law Library reference 
librarians, database access, and possibly a print collection. Judge Kelety suggested using data of 
the most popular materials from the Downtown location to build said print collection.   

7) Adjournment  

The meeting was adjourned at 1:03pm. 



Director’s Report: May 2022 
Submitted by David Whelan 

Law Library Outreach:  North County Law Day 
The User Experience team held a very successful Law Week legal clinic in coordination with the 

Legal Aid Society of San Diego and the North County Bar Association.  It leveraged our existing 

relationship with our partner, the Vista Public Library.  78 San Diego residents were assisted with 

93 different legal issues. 

Staff perceived that the North County branch closure did not impact the event’s success.  Over 

half the participants were from Vista.  The Vista Public Library was the most-cited source for how 

they heard about the event.  It suggests that we may be able to repeat this success with a 

continued local focus in other locations, leveraging local flier advertising and partners like the 

public libraries. 

The event’s success was due to many hands.  It would have been impossible without the 25 

volunteer lawyers.  Lisa Foster, Deb Morse, and Cheryl Weeks-Frey were integral to the event’s 

success, which required on-site support and setup.  Gina Catalano and the User Experience team 

did a great job of balancing our in-person, downtown reference needs with the large off-site 

dedication of resources.  This highlights the ongoing challenge of how best to deploy our 

reference librarians while maintaining our high level of service downtown. 

For more details, see the attached summary. 

Law Library Outreach:  Subject Matter Expertise 
Laurel Moran and Havilah Steinman Bakken participated in a panel discussion at Palomar College 

as well as mock interviews with the students in the college’s Library Technology program.  San 

Diego Law Library staff have acted as adjunct faculty for the program over the years and provided 

leadership to the college’s Library & Information Technology Advisory Committee. 

The End of the MCLE Membership Tier 
After discussions with staff, the MCLE membership tier has been eliminated.  We will honor the 

remaining months of the program for current members.  During its existence, it generated about 

$3,000 a year at the cost of a substantial dedication of User Experience staff time.  The User 

Experience staff will continue to produce educational content and San Diego lawyers will still be 

able to access that for free on our YouTube channel to fulfill up to 12 hours of their educational 

requirement. 

At the same time, User Experience staff will be looking more closely at how we relate our 

outreach efforts to activity.  For example, which communication methods – blog, Twitter, 

Facebook, YouTube – lead to law library visitors or resource use.  We hope to learn what 

methods are having the biggest impact on drawing San Diego residents’ attention to our 

services. 



Return of Court of Appeals Decisions 
The Law Library donated a collection of appellate briefs to San Diego State University in the late 

1970s.  Due to a change in the SDSU collection, they asked to return them to us and we have 

gladly accepted them back.  They are an important collection that spans 1891-1950.  Several of 

the cases illustrate social conditions and struggles of the era, such as the effects of the Alien Land 

Act on Japanese residents and appropriation of pueblo lands for the creation of Balboa Park. 

Donations like this can be tricky but this one fills a gap in our collection.  Laurel Moran fielded 

the request and exercised her expertise in collection development.  Chris Pickford and Izabela 

Aleksieva received and will process the boxes of paper decisions to bring them into our collection. 

North County Location Wind Down 
Laurel Moran has provided outstanding leadership on sorting out the physical items and archival 

documents that should be retained from the North County location.  Ben Lhota is coordinating 

their removal and delivery downtown, after which we can notify the Count of our intent to 

relinquish the space.  Colton Barton, and Mike Gatmaitan helped to identify the technology that 

we needed to return to the library downtown. 

We will approach the San Diego County Library with a Memorandum of Understanding similar to 

our arrangement in El Cajon, to use the Vista Public Library as a partner location.  We hope to 

mimic the El Cajon and Chula Vista public library arrangements, which would enable regular 

access to databases, a limited print collection, and occasional visits from Law Library reference 

librarians.  David is also working with Cheryl Weeks-Frey on an article for the North County Bar 

Association’s magazine that will talk about the closure within the context of delivering law library 

services in the future. 

Open House Planning 
The Open House will be held on June 23d.  Ben Lhota is leading the planning.  We will be 

transitioning some of the work out of the User Experience team and over to the Administration 

staff during this year’s project so that Administration can take greater responsibility for future 

Open Houses. 

Personnel  
User Experience is hiring a bilingual reference librarian to assist in our outreach to El Cajon and 

Chula Vista public libraries.  We will be starting annual performance reviews at the end of May 

for all staff.  After feedback from staff, we will be using a new, streamlined template for the 

annual performance review. 



Law Day Legal Clinic  
May 2022 

 
    

 

Annual Law Day Legal Clinic 
May 4, 2022 
12pm to 6pm 
Partnership with North County Bar 
Association & Vista Public Library 
 
 
Our annual Law Day Free Legal Clinic was a 
rousing success this year, and particularly 
exciting as we had not held in person Law 
Day clinics since pre pandemic. 
 
Held over six hours on May 4th at the Vista 
branch of the San Diego Public Library, the 
clinic served 78 lay patrons with free legal advice 
affecting 93 separate consults. Sixteen attendees 
requested assistance in Spanish. 
 
Twenty-five attorney volunteers from the North 
County Bar Association, staff from the Law Library and 
the Public Library, met with attendees in the Library 
Community Room.  
 
SDLL Board member Lorena Slomanson was in attendance the entire day providing advice, and 
networking patrons to area free agencies.  Areas of law provided at the clinic included civil 
litigation & business, criminal law, immigration, family, wills and probate, and landlord tenant. 
The event drew patrons from the North San Diego County communities of Vista, Oceanside, 
Carlsbad, Escondido, San Marcos and Fallbrook, as well as Rancho Bernardo and Rancho 
Penasquitos.  One attendee traveled from Riverside County (Murrieta).  
 
News of the upcoming clinic was circulated via social media as well as newsletters, newspapers, 
and handbills posted in dozens of local sites including coffee shops, bodegas, churches, and the 
North County Division of the San Diego Superior Court. Patrons were predominantly English and 
Spanish speakers, and we provided bilingual services for the entire event. 
 
SDLL began holding Law Day clinics in 2007 and have continued annually without interruption 
other than the pandemic. The Clinic is eagerly anticipated and recognized as a vital source of 
legal assistance to those in North County who have neither the means to hire an attorney nor 
the ability to represent themselves. 
 
The clinic demonstrates the great partnerships between the Law Library, the County Public 
Library, and the North County Bar. This year we were happy to include several legal aid 
associations, including Legal Aid Society of San Diego, and San Diego Volunteer Lawyers 
Program. 

78 Attendees 
93 Consultations 
16 Spanish Speaking Attendees 
25 Volunteer Attorneys 
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