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MISSION STATEMENT 

CIVIL APPELLATE SELF-HELP WORKSHOP 

 
A Joint Project of the 

California Court of Appeal, Fourth District Division One, 
Legal Aid Society of San Diego, 

San Diego County Bar Association’s Appellate Court Committee, and 

San Diego County Law Library 
 

A large and growing proportion of civil litigants in Division One of the California 
Court of Appeal’s Fourth Appellate District are self-represented.  They face significant 

challenges in their appeals, which primarily focus on family, housing and small business 
disputes.  The complex appellate process and rules may seem incomprehensible to self-
represented litigants unfamiliar with the legal system, especially if they lack higher-level 

literacy skills.  The clerks of Division One face persistent questions and requests for 
assistance from self-represented litigants, creating inefficiencies and delays.  Significant 
numbers of self-represented litigants are being denied access to appellate review simply 

because they are having difficulty navigating the intricacies of the appellate process.  

When this occurs, both the litigants and the justice system as a whole suffer.   
 
To address these concerns, the mission of the Civil Appellate Self-Help Workshop 

is to offer legal information, education and assistance to self-represented litigants in civil 
appeals.  Without providing either legal advice or representation, the Workshop will 
explain appellate rules and procedures in an impartial and unbiased manner to self-

represented litigants to help ensure that they will be able to present their arguments to the 

appellate court for a decision on the merits.  Consistent with its mission, the Workshop 
will focus its programs and materials on areas of appellate procedure that have presented 
the greatest challenges for self-represented litigants; monitor, document, and evaluate the 

success of its efforts; update its programs and materials as warranted; and invite the 
participation and input of other members of the greater San Diego legal community 
whose constituents may benefit from the Workshop's programs.   

 

 


